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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS-------------_
101-1243 18 January 1990 Washington DC
RBS'l'RUC'l'URIBG OP 'l'IIJl AllBRICAJI BDUCA'fIORAL SYS'1'JlII. As the new year gets
underway and a litany of concerns come flowing across my desk, the issue
I would like to focus on in this week's newsletter is education. Last
week the Secretary of Education, Lauro F Cavazos, presented what he
described as a "gloomy report" on the results of the 1988 national education
test scores. The Secretary reports that reading and writing skills remain
"virtually unchanged" and "dreadfully inadequate." This news, combined
with the findings of a two-year educational study funded by the Carnegie
Corporation which indicated that "most minority children remain in schools
that are separate and decidedly unequal" is, at the least, quite unsettling.
Our children are the caretakers of the future. They must be given
the best possible education because without solid literacy skills and
a basic foundation in math, science, history, geography, English, and
writing, they will be ill prepared to face the world of the next century.
This is something we cannot allow to happen.
Accordingly, the Secretary of Education has repeated his call for
a major restructuring of the American educational system. This would
allow for such things as parents being able to select their children's
schools, certification of other professionals to teach, and allowing scnool$
to govern themselves. In addition, the Carnegie Corporation report has
made 58 sweeping proposals for improving schools, such as the extension
of the school year to 11 months, financial incentives to teachers, an
end to ability grouping in elementary schools, and employing teachers
for the entire year.
When the 1983 report, "A Nation at Risk," decried the "rising tide
of mediocrity" in American schools and prompted many schools to und",rtake
reforms, Texas was among those states leading the way. -I have every
confidence that Texans will pull together once again and continue to improve
the quality of education for our children.
t t t
-READ IIORB ABOU'f n, - a project cosponsored by the Center for the Book
at the Library of Congress and the CBS television network, was created
to stimulate public interest is books. and reading. The premise of "Read
More About It" is that every television viewer is a potential reader.
The Center provides CBS with book titles on various subjects which are
the topics of television programs, and at the end of each selected program,
viewers are alerted to books on the program topic so they can "read more
about it." These progralU also provide scripts and teachers' guides for
classroom participation. For more information about obtaining this material
for classroom use, contact your local CBS affiliate or write to Joanne
Livesey, Director, Office of Educational Affairs, CBS, 15 W 52nd -Street,
New York, N Y 10019 •
......-----u.•• HOU.E OF REPRESENTAnVES, WASHINGTON, D.C••'1-----",
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As you know, our First Lady, Mrs Barbara Bush, has placed a great
emphasis on the reading skills of both our young people and adults --
and you can be sure your Congressman shares these feelings. Anything
we I as parents, grandparents I teachers, employers or friends, can do to
"turn on" the imagination of a mind -- be it young or not-so-young
to the wonders of the printed word will certainly benefit all of us.
I I I
TBACIIBR-SCBOLAR PROGRAM. The National Endowment for the Humanities has
established the NEH/Reader's Digest Teacher-Scholar Program for our nation's
schoolteachers. Under this program, 53 teachers -- one from each state,
the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands are
eligible to receive up to $27,500 which will enable them to undertake
a full academic year of independent study. Participants are selected
from both the elementary and secondary levels, and project proposals are
judged on intellectual quality, the significance of the topic, and the
relevance of the plan of study to the applicant's teaching responsibilities.
The program is operated on the conviction that students benefit most when
teachers have a mastery of their disciplines and are themselves actively
engaged in learning. Last Spring, President Bush honored the first group
of recipients in a. White House ceremony and underscored the significance
of good teachers when he called them "the most accomplished members of
a most important profession" without whom "our links to the past and
our vision for the future -- all that we are, all that we'ye accomplished,
all that we would be -- would lay dormant in the minds of our children."
Applications for this grant are available from the Division of
Education Programs, Room 302, National Endowment for the Humanities, 1100
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, D C 20506. The application deadline
for 1991-1992 is May I, 1990. Please feel free to contact my office for
any further information. It would make me proud to have one of our South
Texas educators receive this award for Texas.
I I I
S'l'UDBII'l' PIJlAJlCIAL AID All high school seniors are urged to ask their
counselors about two informative publications on student aid. The first
is the Coapendiua of 'fe..._ Colleges and Pinancial Aid calendar. This
DoOK giVtl!ti Q. C\.iai.1i-'44:::i.":'~aai;'"6 :;"~··er·.:·i2t·1 of the st~t:e I s colleges and
universities, admission requirements, dormitory availability, tuition
and fees, and deadlines for applications for financial aid. It also gives
the prospective student ideas about private scholarships, awards, grants,
and work/study programs. If it is not available through your school,
you can write to the Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation, GPM South Tower,
Suite 200, 800 NW Loop 410, San Antonio, Texas 78216-5699, for a free
copy.
The second helpful booklet, available through my office or from your
counselor, is entitled, 'l'he Student Guide -- Pinancial Aid froa the 0 S
De~t of Education: Grants, Loans, and Work-Study. This publication
takes the applicant step~by-step through the application process and
explains the requirements and responsibilities.
Application for financial aid should be made as soon as possible
after January 1 because it will take 4 - 6 weeks for the application to
be processed, and although various financial aid offices have different
deadlines, many of them have set March 1 as the cut-off date for aid in
the Pall semester. The deadline for Federal financial aid is May I, 1990.
If you have any questions, or _ cannot locate these publication, please
feel free to contact my ottice.
I I I
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